Haemotrophic mycoplasmas (HM) are parasites on the surface of red blood cells and known 18
Introduction 30 Haemotrophic mycoplasmas (HM; formerly classified as Eperythrozoon and 31
Haemobartonella) are uncultivable bacteria, which parasitize erythrocytes of a variety of 32 mammalians, such as pigs, cattle, cats and dogs (Hoelzle, 2008; Groebel et al., 2009) . 33
Significance of HM as pathogens of several animal species was previously reported. Animal 34 infections with HM are clinically marked either by an overt live-threatening haemolytic 35 anaemia or a subtle chronic anaemia, by illthrift, infertility, and immune suppression (Messick 36 et al., 2004; Hoelzle, 2008) . 37
To date almost nothing is known about HM infections in horses. One indication of a possible 38 incidence of equine HM infections is provided by a 30-year-old report on a case of equine 39
"haemobartonellosis" in Nigeria. Affected horses exhibited clinical signs including fever, 40
Heath, were presented for clinical examination. EDTA-anticoagulated blood from these 48 horses was subjected to haematological and bacteriological investigation. Blood smears were 49 stained with Giemsa and acridine orange and examined microscopically. 50
Molecular analysis: PCR and sequencing 51
Genomic DNA was extracted as described elsewhere 
